
Introduction 
This portfolio contains exciting information about The Tri-Cities School of Preaching & Christian 
Development. I have been asked to become the new director of the school, and I have compiled 
this information to help you become acquainted with me and with the work of the school. In the 
pages that follow you will find: 
 

• A cover letter from me  
• A letter from the Stoney Creek eldership 
• A letter from the Abingdon eldership  
• A letter of recommendation from David Pharr 
• A letter of recommendation from Eddy Gilpin 
• A letter from Keith Hovis regarding Rhonda Haywood 
• My resume  

 
Thank you for taking the time to review this material and for considering the request contained in 
this packet. 
 

 
Bill and Rhonda Haywood 

 
Contact Information 

 
 
 

Bill Haywood  
c/o TCSOP&CD  
1162 Highway 91  
Elizabethton, TN 37643 
 

Bill Haywood 
Associate Director 
TCSOP&CD 
276-698-4987 
bill.tcsopcd@gmail.com 
 



Bill Haywood 
 
Dear fellow servants,  
 
My name is Bill Haywood, and the purpose of this letter is threefold. The first is to introduce you to the Tri-Cities 
School of Preaching and Christian Development. Second, it is to introduce my wife and myself. Thirdly, the purpose 
is to ask you to participate in a kingdom dream - to train gospel preachers and to equip additional workers for 
the kingdom.  
 
First, let me share with you thrilling information about a work with which I am associated, The Tri-Cities School of 
Preaching & Christian Development. The school is overseen by the elders of the Stoney Creek church of Christ. At 
Tri-Cities, we train workers for the kingdom, and we have been doing this for the past twenty years. Wesley Simons 
had a dream to train effective workers for the kingdom. This includes training men who desire to preach, but it 
also includes teaching men and women who want to engage in full-time or part-time studies to become better 
equipped for service in the kingdom. After working with the school for twenty years as an adjunct teacher, the elders 
of the Stoney Creek church of Christ have asked me to accept a new role as full-time Director.   
 
Secondly, I want to introduce myself. I have been preaching since 1979, and I began full-time local work in 1992 
after graduating from East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions. In 1996, I began my work with the 
Abingdon church of Christ in Abingdon, Virginia. After 38 years of marriage, my first wife died. In July 2020, I married 
a Christian woman from the area who had never married, and whom I had known for over twenty years. My wife 
Rhonda is a kindergarten teacher, and because of her work, in the fall of 2001, she became aware of three young 
boys (siblings) that needed a home. She stepped up and assumed legal and physical custody of the three. 
Consequently, between us we have five adult sons, all of whom are Christians. In this portfolio, you will find 
additional information about me in a resume.  
 
Thirdly, I need to raise my personal support. The school has operated on a limited budget, and the Covid restrictions 
in 2020 and 2021 have limited the school’s fundraising abilities. Consequently, to assume the new role as the 
director not only requires that I raise my support, but I also need to help students and staff.  
 
Frankly, to accept the role as Director of Tri-Cities, I will be leaving a good work with good, solid elders who have 
asked me to stay. There will be new challenges, including personal financial risk. After considering the potential risks, 
none compare to the potential good that can be accomplished for the kingdom.  
 
After you review this material, will you prayerfully consider generously supporting this worthy effort by contributing 
to my personal support and perhaps also the ongoing financial needs of the school? Please feel free to contact me 
for further information (my contact information is on the first page and on my resume). All funds are overseen by 
the elders of the Stoney Creek congregation. I promise to faithfully follow the mandate found in 2 Timothy 2:2 – 
“And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also.”  
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
Bill Haywood 
Associate Director TCSOP&CD 



 

 

 
Since the establishment of the Tri-Cities School of 
Preaching and Christian Development, there has been one 
director. Wesley Simons has been the director since 2001. 
He is now 75 years old with some health problems. The 
elders and Wesley believe it is time for him to be 
replaced. 
 The elders knew it would be hard to find a man who was 
both sound and loved training young men to be preachers. 
We have found one. His name is Bill Haywood. Bill has 
been very involved with the school. We have made him 
Associate Director. He is loved by both the faculty and 
students. We could not have chosen a better man! 
 He is currently the full-time preacher for the Abingdon 
church of Christ. He has informed them of his intentions 
of becoming the next director of the school. He hopes to 
start next July. However, he must raise his support. We 
hope that you can help in training gospel preachers by 
supporting Bill. 
 Bill has stepped up to the plate and taken a lot of the 
work load off of Wesley by being Associate Director. He 
does the Thursday edition of Arise to Truth, a live call-in 
radio program. He also teaches Bible classes for the 
school. 
 There is a tremendous preacher shortage in the 
brotherhood. You can help train preachers by supporting 
Bill. The elders at Stoney Creek are convinced that we 
have chosen the right man for the job. All we need now is 
your prayers and financial help for Bill.  
 Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Please 
send all financial help to: Tri-Cities School of Preaching 
                1162 Hwy 91 
                Elizabethton, TN. 37643 
 
 Please mark on the check it is for Bill Haywood. 
 
 Thanks, 
 Elders of the Stoney Creek church of Christ 
 
 
 

Director 
Wesley Simons 

423-512-0550 

Associate Director 
Bill Haywood 

276-698-4987 

Co-Director 
Eddy Craft 

423-512-0909 

Dean of Students 
Jeff Johnson 

423-220-0393 

Dean of Instructors 
Tim Phillips 

423-741-3579 

Secretary 
Vicky Manuel 

423-474-2622 

 

II Timothy 2:2 

And the things that thou hast 
heard of me among many 

witnesses, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall 

be able to teach others also. 

 
 TRI-CITIES SCHOOL OF PREACHING 

AND CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT 
1162 HWY. 91, ELIZABETHTON TN. 37643 

423-474-2622 

 









June 27, 2021 

 

Keith Hovis 

78 Duff Street 

Lebanon, Va. 24266 

(276) 698-7973 

 

To Whom It May Concern,  

 I am writing this letter, as one of reference for Mrs. Rhonda Fields Haywood, wife of Bill 
Haywood, who presently serves at the Minister of the Abingdon Church of Christ.  Rhonda 
attended the Lebanon Church of Christ in Lebanon, Virginia for over 25 years. She served 
faithfully throughout that time and was considered an asset to our congregation. She made 
sure that her boys attended regularly and were instructed in the Bible, not only at worship, but 
in the home as well. I always admired her for taking the responsibility spiritually and physically 
for boys who were not her own. She did a great job in raising those young men according to 
scripture and training them regarding morality and what is right. 

 I know her to be a person of high moral character and placing God in the middle of all 
her decisions. Her character and presence indeed exemplify God and Christ. One can readily see 
her concern for others and her devotion to her husband, and most of all to God, in all her daily 
activities. During this past year as a public educator, she went over and beyond her role as an 
elementary teacher during the pandemic. The welfare of her students and her instruction to 
them, was of vital importance to her, while at the same time fulfilling her role as the wife of a 
gospel preacher. She did all superbly and I am sure that God is well pleased.  

 I have no doubt that Rhonda will find her role, fulfill it and be a great asset to the Tri-
Cities School of Preaching and Christian Development in the coming years. She will be the hand 
that Brother Bill will need to help and support him throughout the transition and into his time 
as Director. It is without any reservation, that I can strongly recommend Rhonda to fulfill her 
roles and duties in any capacity that she might be of service. 

 If there is a need for more information or if you may have questions, please do not 
hesitate to call. 

 

      In His Name, 

      Keith Hovis 

      Minister, Lebanon Church of Christ 



  
390 Fields Ave 
Lebanon, VA 24266 
276-698-4987 
bill.tcsopcd@gmail.com 
 

William (Bill) Wade Wayne Haywood 

Summary: Experienced gospel preacher with a passion for fulfilling the Great Commission.  Dedicated to 
mentoring and training the next generation of the gospel preachers. Expertise in teaching, motivating, counseling, 
and empowering others to reach their full potential in the kingdom.  Committed to persevering through 
challenges, standing for the truth, and training workers for the kingdom. 
 

Education 
 

 
 

Secular 
Employment 
 

Kingdom 
Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activities 
 
 

• Heritage Christian University – 2020- Present (currently 
enrolled) 

• East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions-1990–1992 
• San Antonio Community College 1984—1986 

 
 
 

• Moffett Lumber/Ace Wholesale (Construction Sales) 1982 – 
1990 

 
 

• Tri-Cities School of Preaching (Instructor) 2001–present 
• Abingdon Church of Christ pulpit minister –1996 - present  
• Sweetwater Church of Christ 1991–1996 
• East Tennessee School of Preaching & Missions 1990–1992 
• Mac Arthur Park church of Christ  

      (Bus Ministry) 1988 – August 1990 (Part-Time). 
• Poteet church of Christ approx, 1986–1988 (Part-Time). 
• Harlendale church of Christ approx. 1984–1986 (Part-Time). 
• Began doing fill-in preaching appointments 1979 -1983 

 
 

• Your Daily 180–Social Media Video Bible Study M-F (2017–
Present)  https://www.facebook.com/yourdaily180/ 

• Television commercials (2000 – Present) 
• Served on Board of Directors High Rock Bible Camp 
• Directed Teen Week Retreats at High Rock Bible Camp 
• Bible class teacher and counselor – High Rock Bible Camp 
• Speaker on the Arise to Truth Radio Program (1996–Present) 
• Participated in numerous Mission trips to Panama, Nicaragua, 

Honduras, and England 
• Conduct Gospel Meetings and seminars on various Biblical 

topics, Ethics, Worldviews, and The Book of Revelation 
• Addiction Recovery Training 

 
References 

(Contact information and additional references are available upon request). 
Chris Coil, gospel preacher 
Tracy Duggar, gospel preacher  
Tim Hall, gospel preacher 
Jeff Trotter, gospel preacher 


